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IN order to protect their territory, and also to have places 
of refuge in times of need, the Hasmonaean and Herodian 
rulers maintained a number of strong fortresses on both sides 
of the Jordan and the Dead Sea. Strabo enumerates as such 
44 robber-nests and treasuries of the tyrants " at the time of 
Pompey's invasion, Threx and Taurus near Jericho, Alexan- 
drium, Hyrcanium, Macheerus, Lysias, those about Philadel- 
phia, and Scythopolis, 1 and subsequently describes Masada 
(Moatrd&a). 2 Docus (A©/c) is referred to in 1 Mace. 16 15. 
Of those built by Herod and his sons, Pliny mentions Hero- 
dium, 3 Archelais, Phaselis and Livias, 4 and Ptolemy Pha. 
saelis. 5 All of these, except Taurus and Lysias, are also 
mentioned by Josephus. Threx appears as Thresa (®/>^<ra), 6 
Hyrcanium as Hyrcania, 7 Docus as Dagon, 8 and Livias as 
Libba. 9 He likewise speaks of Cyprus, 10 Zoara, 11 and others 
that temporarily were in the hands of the Jews. 

Threx and Taurus are probably represented by the Upper 
and Lower Bet Jeber at the entrance of Wadi el-Kelt. 
Hyrcania has been identified by Rhetore ^ with Hirbet el- 
Mird. It is not impossible, however, that we should seek it 

1 Geog. xvi. 2. 40. 2 L.c. xvi. 2. 44. 

8 Hist. nat. v. 15. 4 L.c. xiii. 9 ed. Alexandre. 

6 Geog. v. 15. 5, ed. Miiller. « Antt. xiv. 18. 9. 

I Bell. jud. i. 19. 1 al. 8 Antt. xiii. 8. 1 ; Bell. jud. i. 2. 3. 
* Antt. xiv. 1. 4. Hiese prints Ai/3£a ; Livias is probably also corrupted to 

Aefxpa in xiii. 15. 4. 

10 Antt. xvi. 5. 2 ; Bell. jud. i. 21. 4 ; ii. 18. 6. 

II Antt. xiii. 15. 4 ; Bell. jud. iv. 8. 4 ; xiv. 1. 4 (where Zmpa (Niese) var. 
fwapa, etc.). 

12 Bevue Ublique, 1897, p. 462. 



78 JOURNAL OF BIBLICAL LITERATURE 

at f Arak el-Emir. There is, indeed, no reason to question 
the identification of this ruin with the splendid castle erected 
by Hyrcanus, the son of Joseph the Tobiad. Josephus tells 
us that he called it Tyrus (Tu/w). 13 But this may popu- 
larly have been known as DlJjTYH *T!3t, and retained the 
name of the founder all the more readily if it later fell into 
the hands of another Hyrcanus. In the case this conjecture 
should seem too bold, Tyrus may plausibly be considered as 
one of Strabo's ra irepl rrjv QLkahe\$lav, u since irepl with 
accusative does not necessarily indicate close proximity. 
Lysias has not yet been found. Machserus is Mukaur; 
Scythopolis, Besan ; Masada, el Sebbeh ; Docus, Hirbet Abu 
Lahm, near e Ain el-Duk ; Herodium, Hirbet el-Furedis ; 
Archelais, probably Hirbet el-*Aujeh, as the Madeba map 
clearly places it south of Phasaelis ; and Phasaelis, Hirbet el 
Fusail. Hirbet el Kakun has been suggested by Guthe as 
the site of Cyprus (Kv7r/3o?). Livias may have been at Tell 
el Rameh. Zoara probably was at Kasr el-Tab, though the 
distance from the Dead Sea indicated by the Madeba map 
would also suit Medinet el-Ras. 

Alexandrium (' AXe%dvhpiov, Strabo; ' AXegdvSpeiov, Jos.) 
is first mentioned by Josephus 15 as one of three fortresses 
where Alexandra-Salome (72-67 B.C.) kept her treasures, 
the others being Hyrcania and Machaerus. Its name seems to 
show that it was built by Alexander Jannseus (102-72 B.C.). 
When Pompey approached Alexandrium, coming from Pella, 
Scythopolis, and Korese (63 B.C.), Aristobulus II at first 
sought to negotiate with him, but finally gave written orders 
to his commandants to deliver up the fortress. 16 Whether 
this was actually done may be questioned. The Roman army 
marched with Pompey to Jerusalem, and Alexandrium appar- 
ently did not have to be wrested from the Romans by 
Alexander, the son of Aristobulus II, who strengthened it, 
enclosed it with walls, and held it against Gabinius and 
Mark Antony. 17 It was at last surrendered and razed by 

13 Josephus, Antt. xii. 4. 11. 14 Geog. xvi. 2. 40. 

15 Antt. xiii. 16. 3. 16 Bell. jud. i. 6. 5 ; Antt xiv. 3. 4. 

17 Bell. jud. i. 8. 2 ff . ; Antt. xiv. 5. 2. 




Fig. 2. — Kurn Surtabeh from the South 




Fig. 3. — Kurn Surtabeh 




Fig. 4. — Jebel Furedis-Fortress 
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Fig. 5. — Jebel Furedis 
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Gabinius in 57 B.C. 18 Rebuilt by Pheroras, 19 it became the 
home of Mariamne and her mother during Herod's journey 
to Rhodes in 30 B.C. 20 It was shown to Marcus Agrippa, the 
son-in-law of Augustus. 21 The commandant (jfrpovpap'xps) of 
Alexandrium was accused of conspiracy with the sons of 
Herod to give them a shelter in the fortress after a coup 
cTStat 22 They found their final resting place in Alexandrium 
after they had been put to death by their father in Sebaste 
in 7 B.C. 23 In his earlier work Josephus mentions only Alex- 
ander, the son of Aristobulus II, and his daughter Mariamne's 
children, Alexander and Aristobulus, as having been buried 
in Alexandrium ; in the Antiquities he adds " many of their 
forefathers." This addition is scarcely based on increased 
knowledge. 

Concerning the site of Alexandrium there has been, and 
still is, a wide difference of opinion. Wolcott 24 placed it at 
Burj 'Azzil between r Ain Jebrud and el-Hasamiyeh. The 
only important place between these two localities seems to 
be Burj Bardawil. This is a crusading castle probably built 
by Baldwin I and does not well answer the description of 
the old fortress. E. G. Schultz 25 soon after identified Alex- 
andrium with Kefr Istunah, and was strongly supported by 
H. Gross 26 and K. Ritter. 27 Guerin 28 rightly argues against 
this site that it cannot be said to be on a high mountain. 
The same objection, however, may be urged against Hirbet 
Ghaba (Uli 3b^) which he proposes. G. A. Smith 29 sug- 
gests Mejdel beni Fadl or Hirbet Birket el-Kasr. 

Zschokke, 30 Gratz, 31 Gildemeister, 32 Schiirer, 33 Benzinger, 34 

18 Antt. xiv. 5. 3-4. * 9 Bell.jud. i. 16. 3 ; Antt. xiv. 15. 4. 

20 Antt, xv. 6. 5. 21 £ nU% xv i. 2. 1. 

22 Bell. jud. i. 26. 3 ; Antt. xvi. 10. 4. 

23 Bell.jud. i. 27. 6; Antt. xvi. 11. 7. 

24 Cf. Robinson in Bibliotheca Sacra, 1843, p. 73. 

25 ZDMG, 1849, iii. pp. 46 ff. 

26 ZD3IG, 1849, iii. pp. 53 ff. 

27 Comp. Geog. 1866, ii. pp. 342 ff. ™ Samarie, ii. 1875, pp. 28 ff., 32 ff. 
29 Hist. Geography of the Holy Land, 1895, p. 353. 

80 Beitrage zur Topographie der Westl Jordansau, 1866, pp. 69 ff. 

31 Monatsschrift, 1880, pp. 14 ff. 32 ZDPV, 1881, p. 245. 

83 Gesch. i.* 1901, p. 297. « Baedeker, Palastina 5 , p. 182. 
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Buhl, 36 Thomsen, 36 and many others have accepted the identi- 
fication with Kurn Surtabeh. The objections to this site 
have been: (1) That it is too far from KoresB, if that is 
placed at Kariut ; (2) that a Korese at modern Kurawa can- 
not be supposed because there is no city, village, or ruin in 
that locality bearing the name ; (3) that Pompey could not 
have marched down the Jordan valley from Besan to Kurn 
Surtabeh, because it was dangerous and too warm ; (4) that 
the ruins on Kurn Surtabeh do not " correspond to Josephus's 
account of the size of Alexandrium " ; (5) that these ruins are 
apparently those of a later castle. Decidedly in favor of this 
locality is the statement of Josephus that Alexandrium was 
situated on a high mountain (jnrep opov? i^Xou). 37 Robin- 
son's Kariut is one of many places bearing the name JTHp. 
We now know that there was a city called Kopeow at mod- 
ern Kurawa el Masudi in the time when the Madeba map 
was made. The initial K in this word is given without ques- 
tion by Palmer and Guthe. This part of the Ghor was no 
doubt then, as it is now, infested by prowling Bedouin ; but 
they could scarcely have terrified Pompey. Even in the 
early summer the heat may have been considerable ; but the 
fatigue of climbing the mountains to descend them again 
would also have been great, and there were compensations in 
the valley for a few hours of warm weather. It is the im- 
portance rather than the size of Alexandrium that Josephus 
emphasizes, and this importance is likely to have been due 
to its inaccessibility rather than to the thickness of its walls. 
The mountain itself was a defense ; battles were fought out- 
side the keep. Even in the upper courses the masonry is 
not that of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. There is 
no evidence that the Crusaders ever occupied the top of this 
mountain. In the light of the American excavations at 
Samaria no doubt can possibly remain as to the Herodian 
origin of the wall shown in the accompanying photograph. 
Precisely such walls built of small stones with bevelled 

85 Oeographie des alt. Paldstina, 1896, p. 181. 

86 Loca Sancta, 1907, p. 20. 
* BeU.jud. i. 6. 5. 




Fig. 6. — Mukaur (Macklerus) 




Fig. 7. — El Sebbeh (Masada) 
F'rom the Dead Sea off Wadi Huberah. 
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edges and rough top are seen in Herod's Sebaste, as Pro- 
fessor Lyon's accounts and photographs show. The larger 
stones below and those comprising the outer enclosures seem 
to have been of an earlier type, and may be supposed to 
belong to the original structure erected by Alexander 
Jannaeus. 

Scholtz, Robinson, and Smith only saw the top of Kurn 
Surtabeh through a field glass. The mountain was climbed 
and the ruins were seen by Zschokke in 1864, Guerin in 
1870, 38 Conder, 39 and Tyrwhitt Drake in 1874, 40 and Cler- 
mont Ganneau in the same year. 41 With my students in 
the American School at Jerusalem, A. T. Olmstead, B. B. 
Charles, and J. E. Wrench, I climbed Kurn Surtabeh on the 
18th of February, 1905. We left Jericho in the morning, 
crossed Wadi Naimeh, passed f Osh el-Ghurab, visited Hirbet 
el-'Aujeh, and Hirbet el-Fusail, and then took a round-about 
way to avoid contact with the Bedouin, and ascended the 
mountain from the southwest. We reached the top just 
before sunset. It was too late to photograph the ruins. 
The wind was biting and the cold excessive. We were for- 
tunate in finding a huge cave where we made a fire and slept 
in turn in what seemed an artificial alcove in the interior. 
In the morning the accompanying photographs were secured, 
and we descended in a northeasterly direction. At the Chif t- 
lik we were well received by the commandant, and finally 
accepted his kind invitation to go with a military escort to 
Nablus, where we spent the following night. From Nablus 
we went by way of 'Akrabeh, the capital of Akrabattene, 
Mejdel, el-Domeh, Kefr Malik, Taiyibeh, and c Ain el-Duk 
to Jericho, whence we proceeded on the 21st of February 
with our circumnavigation of the Dead Sea. 

As to the meaning of the name Surtabeh (auky*) Cler- 
mont Ganneau has proposed an explanation based on Josh. 
5 13-15. The *CX TO, or « Captain of the Host," is supposed 

88 Samarie, i. 1874, pp. 243 ff . 

89 PEF, Memoirs, vol. ii. pp. 396 ff. 

40 PEF, Quarterly Statement, 1874, pp. 189 ff. 
« PEF, Quarterly Statement, 1874, pp. 243 ff. 
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to have been an angel standing above the top of this moun- 
tain. For the softened * sound he points to *OtD*lD (Mishna, 
Bosh hashana, ii. 2; cf. Tosephta, I.e. and Bab. Talmud, 
Bosh hashana, 22, a), one of the mountains where signal fires 
were lighted, if it was decided that the preceding month 
had twenty-nine days, and undoubtedly identical with Kurn 
Surtabeh. The change from ID to St is also shown to be 
possible. But the explanation is not convincing. While no 
objection can be raised against Clermont Ganneau's sugges- 
tion that a it may have changed into a 10, and a tt7 into 
D, the narrative certainly gives the impression that it was in 
or near Jericho this man appeared to Joshua. The text says 
that Joshua " went up to him " and spoke to him. There is 
no hint that this required a wearisome climb of the highest 
mountain in the Jordan valley, 2388 feet above the plain. 

The tradition 42 among the Arabs living near the mountain 
is that the fortress was built by a king, and that his name 
was Surtabeh. An element of truth probably hides in this 
tradition. The name has to do with Alexander Janneeus, 
the king who constructed this castellum. In Pharisaic cir- 
cles he was chiefly remembered as the slaughterer of the 
saints. His stronghold may well have been called fiatt "l^St, 
"the rock of the butcher." On the other side the Jordan 
the great fortress of Hyrcanus bore the name of "flX = Tyros, 
perhaps an abbreviation of MpTH TDK. In the Hellenistic 
dialect Tu/>o<? was pronounced Totyo? ; 43 and in spite of the 
Massoretic pronunciation, *fllt, the name of the Phoenician 
city, is likely to have been pronounced Sur in earlier days. 
As the Hebrews did not at any time harden the 5t to tO in the 
name of the Phoenician city, they probably retained it in the 
trans- Jordanic ^filt and the IT38H3C in the Jordan valley. The 
weakening of the guttural H to K is of common occurrence. 
If Surtabeh goes back to Surtabbah, meaning "the rocky for- 
tress of the slaughterer," there remains no doubt of its proper 
identification with Alexandrium. But even if this conjecture 
is not accepted, the question is practically settled by the dis- 

« Tyrwhitt Drake, I.e. p. 189. 

*8 Cf. Renan, Histoire des langues semitiques, 1863, p. 295. 




Fig. 8. — Akrabeh 




Fig. 9.— 'Am Dub 
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covery of the true site of Korese and the evidence from the 
excavations at Samaria that the masonry is Herodian. We 
do not know what the earlier name of the mountain was. One 
of the tops is called Umm Hallal. 44 This possibly reflects the 
memory of its use in connection with the announcement of 
the appearance of the new moon. The real reason why Kurn 
Surtabeh was chosen for this purpose may have been that it 
once was dedicated to the moon-god. 

** Conder, PEF, Memoirs, ii. p. 388. 



